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Abstract text

In 2009 Malawi was hit by an earthquake that left the northern areas of the Country deeply damaged. In response to
the earthquake, the Government prepared a first set of guidelines “the safer house construction guidelines” with the
specific objectives to provide technical support to build safer houses and solutions to repair the damages caused by
the earthquake. In 2014 the Government called for the revision of the guidelines, now under preparation. The main
gaps found in the existing guidelines were: the lack of a multi-hazard approach (solutions were addressing only the
earthquake), the lack of a proper target for the guidelines, (the manual was found too technical to be read by the
people that were actually involved in the reconstruction process, and too poor to be used as a manual by the
different institutions that were dealing with the reconstruction of the houses), and the lack of dissemination of the
guidelines. In relation to the dissemination process, the only area reached by the guidelines was Karonga district
(where the earthquake damaged the largest amount of constructions), and were the guidelines were distributed.

The paper wants to describe the process of preparing the new guidelines, by considering the different conditions
found in the country of Malawi, the involvement of the different stakeholders in relation to the task, and the main
goals that the guidelines try to achieve. In particular the paper will describe the different issues faced during the
guidelines preparation process, such as the evaluation of the different risks that affect the country, the current
status of the information (missing knowledge such as hazard maps), the knowledge in the choice and preparation of
the different construction materials, the availability of the materials, the choice of different construction details, the
maintenance of the buildings, the awareness strategy during the reconstruction process, the necessity to provide
information that would apply either in urban and rural context, the lack of post-disaster assessment (formal and/or
informal) and the lack of alternative (improvement) solutions while the process of building back was in place.

The paper will discuss the contents of the guidelines, the dissemination process and the road map in order to provide
safer houses in Malawi.

Roundtable theme

Disasters in urban context

Housing and beyond: reconstructing lives, reconstructing cities

Linking a past, present and future: histories, urban imaginaries, urban design and its influence on urban
recovery

X Supporting urban risk reduction through reconstruction

Relocation from hazardous areas
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